Autoantibodies and chronic Chagas's heart disease.
Serum samples from 150 individuals from an area in Brazil where Chagas's disease is endemic were examined for the presence of autoantibodies (EVI and PN). Patients were divided into four groups according to the diagnostic value and prognostic significance of electrocardiographic changes. Results confirmed a close relationship between the EVI and PN antibodies and chagasic infection but their presence does not appear to relate to the severity of Chagas's heart disease.